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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION STATEMENT ON THE COMMEMORATION
OF AFRICA HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

The Human Rights Commission would like to join the rest of the African
community in commemorating Africa Human Rights Day which is celebrated
annually on 21st October.

Today, 21st October 2025, marks 39 years since the 1981 African Charter on
Human and Peoples’ Rights entered into force in 1986. This day was
designated as Africa Human Rights Day by the African Union and is very
important in our annual calendar as a continent.

It is the Day when we remember the significance of the adoption of the African
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights as a home-grown human rights
instrument aimed at promoting and protecting human rights and
fundamental freedoms and dignity of everyone on the African continent.

The African Charter espouses unique aspirations of the Africans and people
of African descent and has inspired the development of a wide range of other
human rights instruments, protocols and declarations, such as the African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child; the Protocol on the
Establishment of the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights; the
Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa; the Solemn Declaration on Gender
Equality in Africa; and the Robben Island Guidelines for the prohibition and
prevention of torture in Africa.

As we commemorate 39 years of coming into force of the African Charter, the
Human Rights Commission is calling upon Zambians and the African



community at large to take time and reflect on this year’s theme: "Justice for
Africans and People of African Descent Through Reparations" and assert
the protection of human rights for all Africans and people of African descent.

It is therefore imperative that there is collective action from stakeholders at
all levels in raising awareness about the Charter and the rights enshrined in
it, as well as assisting victims of human rights violations or abuse to access
justice and remedies.
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