Do you have A Loved One
or Friend i1n Prison or
Police Cell?

SURETIES

A surety is a person who commits themselves and assures the court that the arrested person will be presented before the court since they are
granted bail orapolice bond. Where the accused fails to appear before court, the surety must offer a reasonable explanation to the court.

CONDITIONSFORASURETY TOSIGN BOND/BAIL

Before youwill be allowed to sign asasurety, there are certain conditions that need to be fulfilled. These include:
1. Sureties must commit themselves and assure the Police or Court that the arrested will be presented before the court once they are granted bail
or police bond
2. Must have fixed aboard or must have fixed place of residence
3. Mustbe acredible person or someone with no criminal record
4. In certain cases they may also be required to pay cash which will be forfeited if the conditions are breached

DISCHARGE OF SURETIES

1. Asurety can apply to a Magistrate to discharge the bail/bond either wholly or so far as it relates to the applicantorapplicants

2. Once an application has been granted by the magistrate, a warrant of arrest can be issued directing that the person so released can be brought
before him

3. Following the discharge of surety or sureties, the person who is on bond or bail may be committed to prison unless he/she finds other sufficient
surety/sureties

4. Where the surety dies before the bond/bail is forfeited, his estate shall be discharged from all liability but, the party who gave the bond may be
required tofind anewsurety

NOTE: Ifthe conditionswere not breached theamountdepositedin thecaseofcash bail, the cash canbeclaimedfromthe
Clerk of Courtwhere the same was paid

CONSEQUENCES OF NON APPEARANCE BY AN ACCUSED AFTER BEING GRANTED BOND/BAIL

1. Forfeiture of theamount pledged
2. Ifthe bail was cash, the amount deposited will be forfeited
3. Where the accused fails to appear before court, the surety must offer areasonable explanation to the court.
4. Imprisonmentinappropriate casesor if theamount pledged is not paid
5. Where the accused jumps bail/bond without reasonable cause, a warrant of arrest is issued against the principle party and
summons against the surety or sureties. Once the principle party is arrested he/she will be required to pay the recognizance
sum indicated in the bail/bond
6. Where the surety or sureties disobey the summons a warrant of arrest is issued and they will be remanded in custody until a
recognizance feeis paid
7.Where the court has been reliably informed that a person on bond or bail is about to leave Zambia, the court can cause such a
personto be arrested and committed to prison unless he isadmitted to bail again upon further recognizance
8. Whenever, any person shall not appear at the time and place mentioned in any recognizance entered into by him, the court
may, by order, endorse such recognizance and declare the same to be forfeited
9.0n the forfeiture of any recognizance, the court may issue its warrant of distress for the amount mention in such recognizance,
or for the imprisonment of such person and his surety or sureties, for any term not exceeding six months, unless the amount
mentioned in such recognizance be sooner paid or levied
10. A warrant of distress may be executed within the local limits of the jurisdiction of the court which issued it, and it shall
authorize the distress and sale of any property belonging to such person and his surety or sureties, without such limits, when
endorsed by a magistrate holding a subordinate court of the first or second class within the local limits of whose jurisdiction
such property isfound.
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